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Support a school. Raise a community.



Learn more about Gold Star Grants and LPEF at:
LaCrosseEducationFoundation.org
For questions, call our office at (608) 787-0226
Or email: denise@lacrosseeducationfoundation.org
Updated August 2021
Gold Star Grant Application Form
INSTRUCTIONS (see complete details on Pages 6-7)
· Save a copy of the form, change the file name; include your last name in the new file name.

· Complete the form -- answering all questions unless noted as optional.

· Contact the appropriate La Crosse school principal and/or others required to approve your proposal. See last page for signature boxes.

· All projects need approval by the principal and/or the curriculum or program supervisor.

· Proposals involving technology require approval by the Technology Services Director.

· After approvals have been completed, scan and create a PDF copy. Submit the PDF via email to: denise@lacrosseeducationfoundation.org. Or mail it to the LPEF mailing address listed above.

SELECT TYPE OF GRANT YOU SEEK (mark one or more with an X; if unsure, select General)
Learn more about grant types on the last page of application form.
	
	General Classroom Grant -- for any discipline
	
	McGavock Family Music Education Grant

	
	Equity - for projects, materials or training to promote equity, diversity and inclusion in schools
	
	Tyser Power of Nature Grant - opportunities to experience the benefits of being in nature

	
	Richard Swantz Grant - professional development for School District of La Crosse staff
	
	Brauer IB Adventure Grant - training to build IB knowledge, capacity, skills and competencies

	
	Rachel Gundersen Arts & Humanities Grant - fine arts, literature, social studies, other humanities
	
	Wish List - for projects that don’t easily fit into another category, but fill an exceptional need.

	
	Randy and Lynn Nelson Grant - physical fitness, servant leadership or character development
	
	


	Amount Requested
	


                                                       Provide Budget Detail on Page 2
APPLICATION SUMMARY
	Project Title
	

	Name of Applicant(s)
	

	Position or Title
	

	School or Organization Name
	

	Subject/Grade (if applicable)
	

	Email address
	

	Daytime phone number
	


	What group of students or staff will be served?
	

	Est. number to be served
	

	Project start and end date
	


NOTE: Grant proposals need to be forward-looking. It typically takes 2-3 months after the application deadline for award money to become available. LPEF does not reimburse for previously incurred expenses.
PROJECT SUMMARY
Briefly summarize and do not exceed one paragraph. Identify the need to be addressed, the objectives and overall strategy.
	


BUDGET DETAIL
Attach additional or clarifying documents as needed. Add rows to table if needed.
	Materials/Equipment/Services
	Quantity
	Supplier
	$$ Amount

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL COST OF PROJECT
	


OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING  LPEF favors requests where some funding is coming from another source, such as the school principal or PTO. For grant requests of greater than $5,000, applicants must identify other pledged or potential sources of funding or explain in the project summary why no other funding is available. 
	Funding Source
	Amount Requested
	Amount Approved

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Remaining request to LPEF (must match amount on Page 1)
	


PROJECT NARRATIVE
Please respond to the following questions. Present your case clearly and concisely. All topics must be addressed unless otherwise noted. Answer boxes will expand if added space is required as you type.
NEED -- Describe the special need or problem the proposed project addresses.
	


OBJECTIVES, TIMELINE AND MEASURABLES -- Describe the overall objectives of the proposed project in measurable terms. List implementation methods and materials that will be needed. Include a timeline.
	


IMPACT -- What are the potential long-range benefits of your project? How will you determine if objectives have been achieved and whether the project is successful? How could others replicate this?
	


INNOVATION/CREATIVITY Explain how the proposed project is innovative/unique to the School District of La Crosse, or how it expands on a proven practice (for instance, by applying lessons learned in a previous project, or in a different set of circumstances.) Please provide supporting data/research. 
	


COLLABORATION Are you collaborating with others on this project? If so, please describe:
	


VISIBILITY/PROMOTING PUBLIC EDUCATION How will you communicate about this project with parents and others in your school? What ideas do you have for publicity, beyond simply notifying the District communications coordinator? How will LPEF be credited or involved in publicity? 
	


EQUITY -- How does your proposal complement or further the District’s Strategic Plan for Educational Equity? If not applicable, please offer a brief explanation. 
	


FOR SWANTZ/IB ADVENTURE GRANTS ONLY -- please describe or attach a biography of any proposed speaker, or details to establish the credibility of the training program you are seeking to fund.
	




DECLARATIONS AND APPROVALS By typing my name in the box below, I certify I have discussed this project with my principal and/or appropriate administrators (curriculum or program supervisor, director of Technology Services, etc.) and they indicate their approval by typing their name(s) in the boxes below.
Applicant signature







Date
	
	


Building principal signature






Date
	
	


Curriculum/content area or program supervisor signature (if needed)
Date
	
	


Tech Services signature (if needed)





Date
	
	


SUPERVISORS: Please type your name to indicate approval, then let the applicant know you are finished.
ATTACHMENTS -- Add pages if needed. Copy and paste, or use the Insert menu function to add budget documents, photos, etc. to explain your project. Limit of 10 pages total. 
PLEASE DELETE THE INSTRUCTIONS PAGES BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING FORM
· At top left of your screen, change the file name; include your last name in the new file name.
· Complete the form -- answering all questions unless noted as optional.
· Using the “Share” button at the top right of your screen, share the document electronically with your principal and/or others required to approve your proposal. See last page for signature boxes.
· All projects need approval by your principal and/or the curriculum or program supervisor.
· Proposals involving technology require approval by the Technology Services Director.
· After approvals have been completed, use the “File” menu at top left, select “Download as” and then download a PDF copy. Submit the PDF via email to: denise@lacrosseeducationfoundation.org
WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
· Teachers, staff, parents and students in the School District of La Crosse
· Other nonprofit organizations with a demonstrated link or partnership with a school in the School District of La Crosse
GUIDELINES AND RESTRICTIONS
· Applicants who have previously received LPEF grant funding must complete required Grant Reports before new funding is approved.
· Grant award amounts vary. Larger grants are generally awarded for projects that involve multiple classrooms, cross disciplines, or involve more than one school. 
· LPEF favors requests where some funding is coming from another source, such as the school principal or PTO.
· For grant requests of greater than $5,000, applicants must identify other pledged or potential sources of funding or explain why no other funding is available. 
· LPEF does not reimburse for previously incurred expenses.
· LPEF typically provides seed money for creative projects and is not intended for ongoing funding.
· LPEF places a lower priority on funding: classroom furniture, computer software and digital subscriptions (particularly beyond one year), classroom sets of books, food, and transportation.
· LPEF does not provide funding for staff salaries (substitute teachers).
· Grant awards are paid to the School District of La Crosse or to another nonprofit entity. District grantees must follow normal District purchasing procedures. Others must track expenses and save receipts. Any unused funding ($20 or more) must be returned to LPEF as outlined in the Grant Acceptance Report.
HOW ARE APPLICATIONS JUDGED?
LPEF’s Grants Committee rates applications on several key criteria, including:
· Clear need, objectives and measurable outcomes
· Realistic implementation plan/timeline with clearly defined accountability
· Innovation and creativity
· Collaboration – within a school, within the District or with the larger community
· Sustainability and Impact – the number of students or staff involved and/or the duration; for equity grant applications, this includes the breadth of inclusion described in the request 
· Visibility/publicity for LPEF
Final decisions reflect the committee’s consensus view of which applications deserve a share of limited funding available.
LPEF GRANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2021-2022
General Classroom Grants - This is the primary category for grant applications. Proposals are accepted for new and innovative projects, as well as existing or proven projects, that enhance the education and instruction of students in any academic discipline. Grant award amounts vary, but larger grants may be available for projects involving multiple classrooms, across disciplines or more than one school.
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Grants - Provides funding to complement or further the District’s Strategic Plan for Educational Equity. Objectives and types of projects: (1) To promote equity, diversity and inclusion in the School District of La Crosse; (2) To support purchase of materials to supplement or enhance curriculum; (3) To advance antiracism and ensure all students/staff feel safe, welcome and included in school; (4) To center voices of color; (5) to combat racism, sexism, transphobia, homophobia, ableism, and all other systems of inequality and privilege.
Richard Swantz Grant - The Richard Swantz Endowment Fund fosters teacher excellence by funding grants for staff development. LPEF looks favorably on requests to bring speakers to the District to address a group of educators. Grant award amounts vary, with consideration of total number of staff affected and relevance to District or school goals. Swantz, the longest serving superintendent of schools in La Crosse history and a co-founder of LPEF, died Oct. 15, 2019 at the age of 84.
Rachel Gundersen Arts & Humanities Grant - Grants are funded related to theater, dance, music and visual art forms, or to support projects in literature, languages, global studies, geography, history, law or a host of other topics in the humanities. The endowment fund was established by Rachel Gundersen, a retired school psychologist and former LPEF Board president.
Randy and Lynn Nelson Grant - Provides grants in three areas: (1) Physical education or physical fitness; (2) Servant leadership, specifically programs that help students and/or school staff develop leadership skills focused on serving others, on inspiring and influencing people; or (3) Character development and teaching values, such as patience, kindness, humility, respectfulness, selflessness, forgiveness, honesty and commitment. The fund was established by Randy Nelson, who retired in 2020 after nine years as La Crosse superintendent, and his wife, Lynn, who retired in 2018 after 35 years as a physical education teacher, most recently in Rochester, Minn.
McGavock Family Music Education Grant - A grant is funded each year for projects to enhance music education. The endowment fund honors Ronald and Philip McGavock. Philip was a music educator in Illinois and Ronald (aka Ronnie Eastman) was a former professional entertainer who made La Crosse his home.
Tyser Power of Nature Grant - Provides grants for students within the School District of La Crosse to experience the benefits of being in nature, including: field trips, co-curricular or after-school activities; fees to hire speakers or guides; or costs for students exploring nature-oriented career experiences. Added weight for some level of cost-sharing by the District, or proposals involving collaboration with other local nonprofits. While intended for student experiences, grants may be considered for staff development, or parent education, where the impact can be clearly demonstrated. The endowment fund was established by Kathie and Rob Tyser. Kathie is a retired associate superintendent of La Crosse schools. Rob is a retired professor of biology at UW-La Crosse.
Brauer IB Adventure Grant - Provides a $2,500 grant to be awarded twice annually, for staff training to build International Baccalaureate program knowledge, capacity, skills and competencies in order to support long-term sustainability of an IB World School program in the District. The grant is funded by Sandra Brauer, who retired in 2020 as principal of North Woods International School. She led the effort to gain IB certification at North Woods, which was accredited in 2021.
Wish List - Wish List requests don’t easily fit into another category, but aim to fill an exceptional need—or may be for a project with a tight timeline that arises outside of the normal deadlines for Gold Star Grants. Applications are reviewed as-needed. LPEF may solicit specific donors to support Wish List proposals. Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact LPEF prior to submitting Wish List requests.
Word version for applicants without Google accounts
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