
LPEF Classroom Grants By School (2014-15, 2015-16 and 1st Round of 2016-17)

Recipient Amount Year

ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

La Crosse History Books - 2nd Grade curriculum - Cover printing costs for booklets 

written by local teachers on the history of La Crosse. Sandy Brauer 2,492.10$              

2014-15 

Round One

Uke for Youth - Support purchase of ukuleles to travel to all elementary schools for 

use in teaching fundamentals of string music.

Amanda Wolfgram & 8 

others 1,227.00$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Mission Possible with Mindstorms -  buy 5 Lego Mindstorms kits to go with 15 owned 

by the District for use in challenging 5th-grade and middle-school students to learn 

science, computer science, technology, engineering and math skills. Jodi Brueggeman 1,749.95$              

2015-16 

Round Two

ALL MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Gathering Fireflies - purchase 7 sets of the book "Gathering Fireflies," written by Mai 

Chao Duddeck, a District teacher and local Hmong artist and author. The book, about a 

13-year-old Hmong-American boy coming of age with a confusing mix of cultural 

dilemmas, is used at all middle schools as part of the Hmong Culture unit. Christina Fenton 3,856.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Reading in the Classroom - buy access to an internet-based program, Read Naturally 

Live, that uses visual and auditory prompts to help students develop reading skills and 

improve vocabulary. The program is tailored to each student's needs and will be used 

with middle school students with intellectual disabilities. Diane Block 648.10$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

MULTIPLE LEVELS OR DISTRICTWIDE

Musical Diplomacy through String Quartets -  Support coaching of string quartets by 

Busya Lugovier. Steve Michaels 2,000.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

The Giving Project -  Provide students of all ages an opportunity to explore and visually 

express their understanding and thoughts on giving. Toni Asher, Pump House 950.00$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

Grow Our Own Teacher Diversity Program -  match tuition scholarships for up to 

three School District of La Crosse employees returning to school to complete 

education degrees at UW-La Crosse. The innovative, collaborative program seeks to 

increase the number of teachers of color by focusing on teaching assistants and other 

employees of color already in schools.

Bethany Brent (UW-La 

Crosse Senior 

Multicultural Education 

Advisor) 1,800.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

[art]ifact: where history meets art -  join a community collaborative effort to support 

students producing original artwork inspired by historical artifacts selected from the 

collection of the La Crosse County Historical Society. Work will be exhibited at the 

Pump House Regional Arts Center in Spring 2016.

Ariel Beaujot (project 

director, assistant prof of 

history at UW-L) 1,200.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Black Youth Summit - Support a first-ever summit for African-American students in 

grades 6-10 aimed at building self-confidence and encouraging academic excellence 

and community service, all through a social justice lens. Shaundel Spivey 2,000.00$              

2016-17 

Wish List

Grow Our Own Teacher Diversity Program -  second year of funding to match tuition 

scholarships for District employees returning to school at UW-La Crosse. 

Bethany Brent (UW-La 

Crosse) 1,800.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Health Science Academy

Pine Ridge Summer Camp - Purchase self-inflating mattress pads to be used by 

students during the Native American summer leadership camp at Pine Ridge. Thomas Kammer 444.90$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

Adolescent Center

Fidgets and Focus Tools  -- provide students housed at the Western Regional 

Adolescent Center with some alternative seating, fidgets and focus tools to improve 

focus, which in turn strengthens learning. Tamara McRoberts 251.82$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Central High

Standing Desks -  Purchase two standing desks as part of a pilot project to show 

benefits of allowing students freedom to move while studying. Sara Brekke (student) 503.35$                 

2014-15 

Round One

Welding Complex Completion -  Support purchase of Tungsten Inert Gas welding unit 

and equipment to modernize the welding complex at Central High. Elijah Dannhoff (student) 3,850.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

Acting Like a Pro - fund a workshop for Central and Logan theater students featuring 

movie and theater actress Elaine Bromka. Dawn Martin 650.00$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Offsite Construction - Purchase a space heater for use by Central High students in the 

Construction Career Academy working on building a new home. Nick Kalina 365.00$                 

2016-17 

Round One



Logan High

Global Education Achievement Certificate - Support student travel and speakers for 

Logan and Central students seeking the Global Education Achievement Certificate.

Rhonda McGowan and 

John Havlicek 1,000.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

Logan Ranger Unmanned Aerial Vehicle - Purchase materials for students in the 

Digital Electronics and Robotics class to design and build an unmanned aerial vehicle. Steve Johnston 1,532.59$              

2014-15 

Round One

Logan Ranger Autonomous Vehicle - purchase materials to be used by Logan High 

students to design and build a self-driving vehicle to drive autonomously from Trane 

Plant 4 on East Avenue to Trane Plant 7 on Losey Boulevard. Steve Johnston 1,700.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Logan High Platform Risers - contribute toward purchase of new, transportable 

platform risers for use by Logan High School's Show Choir and at other District and 

community events. Doreen Athnos 1,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Logan High Latte Stand - support start-up costs for a unique before-school coffee shop 

at Logan High, providing work experience for students in special education classes with 

proceeds going toward schoolwide incentives for positive student behavior. Molly Sarles 1,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Collaborative Desks -  purchase compact, shaped desks and chairs for a pilot program 

at Logan High, allowing for unique and multiple configurations to promote 

collaboration among groups of 3 to 10 students. Matt De Koch 3,733.68$              

2015-16 

Round One

Building Construction: Tiny House Program -  purchase an Aluminum Brake for 

students in construction classes at Logan High to use in bending aluminum sheets for 

use as trim pieces for siding, roofing and windows. Jacob Schumacher 1,350.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Logan High School Exo Arm -  Students in the Digital Electronics and Robotics classes 

will design and fabricate a robotic "Exo Arm" to be used in metal grinding operations. 

The arm will mimic the function of the human arm in order to minimize repetitive 

work injuries. Students will work with community business partners in design and 

development. Steve Johnston 1,750.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

All American Boys -  Purchase 225 copies of the book All American Boys,  by Jason 

Reynolds and Brendan Kiely, for use in sophomore English classes at Logan High. The 

contemporary young adult novel, addressing issues of race in today's society, would be 

used as a complementary reading to the classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird.  One of 

the authors, Jason Reynolds, will visit Logan in March. Whitney Redman 1,922.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

7 Rivers

Mug Life Cafe - buy equipment for use by an entrpreneurial student creating a student-

run coffee shop at 7 Rivers High School. Trinity Isbell (student) 320.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Animation: The Wave of the Future -  buy animation software and equipment for 

students at two project-based schools. The software goes beyond the capability of free 

apps to challenge students 

Penny Reedy and Angeli 

Engel (student) 1,299.78$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Lincoln Middle

Delectable Insects and Summer Fun - Purchase non-fiction, high interest books for 

summer literacy program at Lincoln and Logan middle schools.

Ruth Baardseth and Kellie 

Schmitz 500.00$                 

2014-15 

Round One

Real Men Read - Support materials to promote literacy among male students who 

struggle with reading. Linda Watson 600.00$                 

2014-15 

Round One

Rachel's Challenge: Moving Toward Kindness, Compassion and Giving - Pay cost of 

visiting speaker/trainer to initiate a culture of compassion, based on the writings and 

philosophy of Rachel Scott, the first victim of the 1999 Columbine tragedy." Rick Blasing 3,700.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

S-fun with Spheros - purchase Sphero Sprk robotic ball kits to share among all three 

middle schools, allowing students to use iPads, along with math, science and 

engineering principles, to program the balls to perform tasks.

Linda Watson & Denise 

Kuethe-Strudthoff 2,500.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Standing Tables - purchase two standing desks for a pilot program to provide 

alternative seating for 8th-grade students at Lincoln Middle. Mandi Hundt 580.00$                 

2015-16 

Round One

9th Street Connection Show Choir-Chicago -  supports a trip to Chicago for the Lincoln 

Middle School Show Choir to compete. Jennifer Gulsvig 1,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Living Compassion: Real Life Stories -  support a Fall 2016 assembly at Lincoln Middle 

School, with students from other middle schools invited, featuring local musicians and 

two local individuals sharing their own tragic life stories and their experiences with 

compassion, forgiveness and redemption. Rick Blasing 1,600.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two



Logan Middle

Delectable Insects and Summer Fun - Purchase non-fiction, high interest books for 

summer literacy program at Lincoln and Logan middle schools.

Ruth Baardseth and Kellie 

Schmitz 500.00$                 

2014-15 

Round One
Logan's Engaged Eager Readers - Purchase books designed to help students who 

struggle with reading.

Kellie Schmitz, Dani 

Hartman, Jodi Slaats- 1,000.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

Artist in Residence: Michael Colgrass - Support community visit by Michael Colgrass, a 

Pulitzer Prize winning composer who will work with high school and middle school 

students on improvisation and composition skills. Alana Seddon 4,000.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

Fidgets Begone! - Buy standing desks to allow students to move while studying. Samantha Parkhurst 2,662.80$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Real-World Series - Provide struggling students with materials to help them learn 

strategies and skills to become independent and self-determined adults. Jay Pica (for Maria Ellis) 593.95$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

Global Reading -  Provide reading materials to help students learn about global issues, 

including sustainability of water resources.

Dani Hartman, Schmitz, 

Gorell, Rumpel 1,800.00$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Logan Middle Grand Piano -- support community fundraising to buy a grand piano for 

the auditorium at Logan Middle School, for use in Northside school and community 

performances. Steve Michaels 2,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Mirrors and Windows -  support purchase of a variety of high quality, leveled books to 

help Logan Middle School students think critically about global topics and to 'reflect 

who we are and what we will become.' Kellie Schmitz 1,950.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Global Art Murals -  purchase materials for use by students to create canvas murals to 

hang in the hallways at Logan Middle School, reflecting the rich diverse cultures 

represented by students and staff. Sherrie Sikora 1,437.38$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Breakout EDU - Purchase multiple sets of Breakout EDU kits, which challenge students 

to work through content-based problems in order to open a series of locks. Each 

puzzle or clue leads to subsequent challenges until the students work collaboratively 

to solve the puzzles and break into the box. Cassandra Sturzl 534.00$                 

2016-17 

Round One

Get on the Ball with Cardio-Drumming - Purchase exercise balls, drumsticks to help 

students improve fitness and health, and inspire them to find joy in movement, so they 

will want to do it for a lifetime. The creative activity combines drumming to music with 

sticks on a yoga or exercise ball. The percussion, combined with aerobic movement 

and dance, enhances the whole body.

Lorrae Swartz, Chester 

Janke, Jessica Pfenning 754.10$                 

2016-17 

Round One

Longfellow Middle/LDI

Zooming in on Science and Technology - Purchase microscopes and peripherals to 

attach to iPads, allowing environmental research in the field.

Maggie McHugh and 

Garrett Zimmerman 1,953.30$              

2014-15 

Round One

Physics of Sensation II -  purchase furniture and equipment to allow physical activity 

by students, allowing them to focus, listen and learn.

Jenny Leren and Karen 

Wilke 1,728.04$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Creating an Experience with Green Screens -  give students at all three middle schools 

the experience of traveling to foreign lands, exploring diverse cultures and even 

traveling in time through the purchase of green screen technology and body suits. 

Students will record video in settings where the background can be replaced with 

scenes from anywhere in the world. Jeanne Halderson 993.95$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Animation: The Wave of the Future -  buy animation software and equipment for 

students at two project-based schools. The software goes beyond the capability of free 

apps to challenge students 

Penny Reedy and Angeli 

Engel (student) 1,299.78$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Longfellow Garden Club - Purchase supplies for use by a Longfellow Middle School 

cook to start an informal Garden Club to help students learn about starting, planting 

and harvesting vegetables. Lisa Hammond 335.00$                 

2016-17 

Round One

Emerson Elementary

The Lux Blox Project -  purchase three sets of Lux Blox, an innovative set of 

construction blocks that allow students to make structures that curve, bend and move; 

students at Spence and Emerson Elementary Schools will use the blocks to develop art, 

math, science and engineering skills addressed in state standards. 

Ronnah Metz and Jean 

Brady 799.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Making Math Meaningful -  purchase materials to create hands-on math centers and 

activities for use in first-grade classrooms at Emerson Elementary, providing 

differentiated instruction to help each student achieve or exceed standards. Allison Graumann 1,067.53$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Traveling Salad Bar Garden - recycle an old salad bar by equipping it with grow lights 

and other equipment so it can be used as a traveling garden, producing a crop of herbs 

or vegetables to be used in school meals. The garden would start at Emerson 

Elementary, but could travel to one or two other schools each year. Faye Kielley 442.95$                 

2015-16 

Round Two



Hamilton/SOTA I

School Garden Project - Support garden projects at both State Road and Hamilton, 

helping students learn gardening skills and appreciation for fresh food.

Dave Gluch and Steve 

Michaels 3,180.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

Community Field Trips - Fund field trips to community attractions, exposing students 

who might not otherwise access these places. Steve Michaels 700.00$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

Monitoring Heart Rates - Purchase heart-rate monitors to help students learn how to 

measure target heart rate and recognize importance of heart-enhancing exercise. Tyler Hamby 1,958.88$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Community Farm Field Trip - Support field trips for students to engage in gardening 

activities and receive fresh produce to take home and eat with their families.

Katie Berkedal, GROW La 

Crosse 1,264.00$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Science Boot Camp - allow 50 Hamilton/SOTA I 4th-grade and 5th-grade students to 

participate in a two-day science boot camp offered by Professor Kyle Backstrand and 

the science department at Viterbo University. Michael Lawrence 500.00$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Intersession Behavior Interventions  - contract with skilled behavioral interventionists 

(social workers, counselors, etc.) to work with students in small groups during 

Hamilton's intersessions on improving social skills and other behavior in an effort to 

reduce disruptions/referrals. Steve Michaels 2,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Buildingwide Mindfulness Implementation -  buy materials and tools for use in 

Hamilton Elementary classrooms as staff implement 'mindfulness' strategies that 

provide concrete ways for children to get their bodies and brains ready to learn. Barbara Wettstein 906.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Focus Through Movement and Rhythm -  purchase exercise equipment to provide 

active transitions between subjects, or "brain breaks," to increase focus by students at 

SOTA I (Hamilton), including students with learning disabilities and those learning the 

English language. Teri Amann 305.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Growing the School Gardens -  provide additional support for a previous LPEF grant to 

continue school gardens and related programming at State Road and Hamilton 

Elementary Schools. The gardens provide fresh food and cultivate healthy eating habits 

by students.

Katie Berkedal, GROW La 

Crosse 1,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Exploring Healing Aspects of Art -  help students at Northside and Hamilton 

Elementary Schools build resilience through art by working Tyanna Buie, an African-

American artist from Milwaukee who uses art as a means of therapy to understand the 

trauma of her childhood. Amoreena Rathke 1,500.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Midwest Music Fest -  In conjunction with the Boys and Girls Clubs of La Crosse, and 

the Mid West Music Fest, elementary students would work with visiting hip-hop music 

artist Toki Wright to create original rap and hip-hop compositions to be performed at 

the music festival. Wright has done similar residencies throughout the United States, 

guiding younger students to develop improvisation skills. Wright will work with high 

school students through the Boys & Girls Clubs. Steve Michaels 2,000.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Cassie Stephens Artist in Residence -  Support expenses for an artist-in-residence visit 

by Cassie Stephens, an art educator who is nationally recognized for efforts to 

integrate art-related activities and content into the everyday classroom. Part of her 

visit would include in-service activities with SOTA I teachers, and part would involve 

working with students.

Steve Michaels and 

Bethany Nugent 1,000.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Hintgen

Learning By Choice - Provide alternative seating to help students focus for extended 

periods. Stephaine Baker 905.22$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

Sensory Tools for Schools - Purchase tools and materials for work with students with 

special sensory needs.

Barbara Oettel and 

Jennifer Thill 1,000.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

SMART Curriculum - Provide training to teachers at Hintgen and Southern Bluffs to 

promote learning readiness and academic success for kindergarten students.

Barbara Oettel, PaHoua 

Vang, Melissa Breuer, 

Laurie Kartman 1,969.48$              

2014-15 

Round One

SMART for Teacher -  Support training additional Hintgen and Southern Bluffs 

Elementary School teachers to promote learning readiness for pre-K and kindergarten 

students. Barbara Oettel et al 900.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

STEM Education -  Purchase a variety of tools and supplies for use in three 

kindergarten classrooms, helping students explore science, technology, engineering 

and mathematical skills.

Shanon Bills, Christine 

Rox, Karen Landstrom 525.00$                 

2016-17 

Round One



North Woods International

Osmo Learning System - Purchase kits to engage students in problem-solving exercises 

using iPads. Nicole Ellefson-Johnson 1,039.87$              

2014-15 

Round Two

I'm a Reading Rockstar! - Purchase recordable microphones allowing students to 

record, listen to and play back their independent reading, writing and math facts. Summer Elston 522.36$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

Social Emotional Learning for Tough Kid - Purchase Tough Kid and SuperHeroes social 

skills materials for use by students receiving Emotional Behavioral Disability services. Heather Stern 1,274.00$              

2014-15 

Round Two

School Tower Gardens - purchase three verticle aeroponic gardens for use in 3rd-

grade curriculum at North Woods, allowing for year-round growing of organic produce 

and encouraging healthy eating habits. Nancy Hanson 1,690.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Focus through Fidgets - purchase a dozen Kore Stools for use in a pilot program for 

first-graders at North Woods, allowing students to move while being active listeners 

and not distracting other students. Jocelyn Buxton 960.00$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Games Galore - replace, update and supplement a set of board games originally 

purchased with an LPEF grant in 2009 for use in an after-school club run by community 

volunteers at North Woods International School. The club helps students develop 

higher level thinking and social skills. Amanda Wolfgram 253.03$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Junk and the Possibilities: What Can it Become? - Collaborative project between 

Summit Environmental and North Woods International elementary schools, which 

share a global and environmental view of the world. Students will work with a visiting 

artist, staff members, family and community representatives to understand the impact 

of trash on our environment, and how to transform discarded objects into art.

Carissa Brudos and Maria 

Mason 2,050.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Northside

Primary Care Triple P -  offer a school-based Positive Parenting Program provided by 

experts at Gundersen Health System, offering one-to-one assistance to 20 Northside 

families, helping parents learn to manage child behavioral issues and skill development 

challenges.

Heather Gartner & Melani 

Fay 2,500.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Deep Roots Farm Field Trip - support a Northside kindergarten field trip in May 2016 

to Deep Roots Farm, where students can learn about farm animals and local food 

sources. Lisa Hilker 390.00$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Exploring Healing Aspects of Art -  help students at Northside and Hamilton 

Elementary Schools build resilience through art by working Tyanna Buie, an African-

American artist from Milwaukee who uses art as a means of therapy to understand the 

trauma of her childhood. Amoreena Rathke 1,500.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Southern Bluffs

Wiggle Seats/Fidgets - Purchase alternative seating to help students focus for 

extended periods.

Leah Aubert, Marcia 

Gardner, Janet Koll 1,200.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

SMART Curriculum - Provide training to teachers at Hintgen and Southern Bluffs to 

promote learning readiness and academic success for kindergarten students.

Barbara Oettel, PaHoua 

Vang, Melissa Breuer, 

Laurie Kartman 1,969.48$              

2014-15 

Round One

Folk Dance Residency - Provide funding for artist-in-residence to help students learn 

traditional dances. Jill Schams 1,005.00$              

2014-15 

Round Two

Bluffs Brigade - support presentations by educator and author Katy McKy during a 

March 2016 event to celebrate and teach expectations for positive student behavior at 

Southern Bluffs. Derek Fuglsang 900.00$                 

2015-16 

Round One

Fancy Schmancy Girls Book Club - purchase sets of "Fancy Nancy" books for use by a 

counseling group for girls in 1st- through 3rd-Grades at Southern Bluffs, promoting 

confidence, self-awareness, friendship and communication skills. Becky Lueck 265.92$                 

2015-16 

Round One

SMART for Teacher -  Support training additional Hintgen and Southern Bluffs 

Elementary School teachers to promote learning readiness for pre-K and kindergarten 

students. Barbara Oettel et al 900.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

ACT Parenting Classes -  support training two Southern Bluffs educators in the 

ACT/Parents Raising Safe Kids Program, so they in turn can provide parenting 

programs for families at Southern Bluffs. Becky Lueck 400.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two



Spence

Spence Cooking Club - Purchase food and paper products for use by Cooking Club for 

4th-graders and 5th-graders. Katie Gudgeon 500.00$                 

2014-15 

Round One

The Lux Blox Project -  purchase three sets of Lux Blox, an innovative set of 

construction blocks that allow students to make structures that curve, bend and move; 

students at Spence and Emerson Elementary Schools will use the blocks to develop art, 

math, science and engineering skills addressed in state standards. 

Ronnah Metz and Jean 

Brady 799.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Parents Raising Resilient Children - Provide training for more than 20 elementary 

teachers who in turn will teach courses to parents of pre-schoolers on how to better 

respond to children's behaviors, including self-regulation skills, how electronics impact 

child development, discipline and parenting styles, and overcoming barriers and 

changes. 

Michelle L. Powell and 

Jocelyn Buxton 2,500.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Teaching Social Skills Through Read Alouds - Purchase a set of books by author Julia 

Cook, focusing on developing a variety of social skills and helping children better 

understand how their actions impact themselves and others. Jocelyn Buxton 307.78$                 

2016-17 

Round One

Spence School Garden -  Purchase supplies for GROW La Crosse to use in developing a 

school garden at Spence, including recipe demonstrations and garden-themed lessons, 

such as seed starting and pollination.

Katie Berkedal, GROW La 

Crosse 600.00$                 

2016-17 

Round One

Spence Outdoor Classroom -  Provide major start-up funding to develop an outdoor 

classroom and garden space at Spence Elementary. The goal is to create a calming and 

peaceful outdoor education space for curriculum-connected lessons, while instilling a 

love and curiosity of nature in Spence students. Funds will cover installation of a 

crushed limestone pathway, providing equal access to students and individuals with 

disabilities, plus custom-built round tables.

Shelley Shirel, Alyssa Gray, 

Becky Veenstra and Jenny 

Woolley 4,400.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

State Road

School Garden Project - Support garden projects at both State Road and Hamilton, 

helping students learn gardening skills and appreciation for fresh food.

Dave Gluch and Steve 

Michaels 3,180.00$              

2014-15 

Round One

The Walking Classroom - provide a matching grant to purchase podcast players with 

access to more than 100 health and fitness lessons for 5th-grade students at State 

Road, enabling them to 'walk, listen and learn.'

Carrie Quick & Jean 

Ruprecht 1,300.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

Growing the School Gardens -  provide additional support for a previous LPEF grant to 

continue school gardens and related programming at State Road and Hamilton 

Elementary Schools. The gardens provide fresh food and cultivate healthy eating habits 

by students.

Katie Berkedal, GROW La 

Crosse 1,000.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Hands on Learning - Purchase materials for one kindergarten classroom to provide 

students with hands-on learning experiences, particularly to enhance the students' 

sense of numbers and the ability to use them on a daily basis. Teresa Fox 200.00$                 

2016-17 

Round One



Summit Environmental School

Summit Sand Sculpture - Support artist-in-residence to produce a large sand sculpture 

as part of the outdoor education experience for 5th-graders. Carissa Brudos 500.00$                 

2014-15 

Round Two

GoPro Summit Recording Outdoor Adventures - provide GoPro pocket-sized video 

cameras and accessories to allow students at Summit Environmental School to 

document educational and environmental experiences, including daily nature walks, 

field trips and other activities. Nick O'Keefe & Lisa Boyer 1,032.00$              

2015-16 

Round One

The Orchestra Sings - transportation for Summit Elementary 5th-graders to participate 

in concert May 12 with Madison Symphony Orchestra. Danielle Fields 450.00$                 

2015-16 

Round Two

Learning Through Music - contract with a music therapist to teach functional and 

behavioral concepts through the use of music, working with Summit Elementary 

students with intellectual disabilities. Summit will be the first regional school to test 

this concept being integrated in schools elsewhere in Wisconsin. Resa Hawes 2,100.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Reaching and Teaching Children Who Hurt -  purchase books by an author expected to 

present a workshop at the Aug. 30 Rebuilding for Learning Summit, helping a group of 

elementary teachers who will attend be better prepared to learn and develop 

strategies for children who suffer from trauma, mental illness, abuse, neglect, etc. Tracy Taylor-Johnson 1,185.00$              

2015-16 

Round Two

Reader's Theater and Fun Props - Help Hmong students and other English Language 

Learners improve vocabulary, grammar and fluency through the use of Reader's 

Theater scripts and props. The scripts make reading fun by allowing students to play 

the role of a character, with content based on math, social studies and science skills. Mary Her Zong 1,728.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Interactive White Board - Support purchase and installation of a projector to be used 

in daily instruction to meet the special needs of Summit students with vision 

impairments and sensory needs. Kasey Pomeroy 2,600.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Trauma Sensitive Schools Workshop -  Provide training for 60 or more teachers in 

tools to identify key indicators ( physiological, developmental, behavioral, and 

academic) of traumatic stress in children. With the help of a nationally recognized 

expert in working with students affected by trauma, mental health issues and 

behavioral challenges, teachers will techniques to creative positive relationships with 

children impacted by adverse childhood experiences. Tracy Taylor-Johnson 3,050.00$              

2016-17 

Round One

Junk and the Possibilities: What Can it Become? - Collaborative project between 

Summit Environmental and North Woods International elementary schools, which 

share a global and environmental view of the world. Students will work with a visiting 

artist, staff members, family and community representatives to understand the impact 

of trash on our environment, and how to transform discarded objects into art.

Carissa Brudos and Maria 

Mason 2,050.00$              

2016-17 

Round One


